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Dear Habitat supporters – you are receiving the sixteenth edition of a monthly 
newsletter we’ve created,  specifically designed for you – our Advisory Board 
Members, Board of Directors, Emeritus Trustees, Legacy Society Members, 
Community Builders Society Members, and major donors. The goal of this exclusive 
communication piece is to keep you better informed of current projects and future initiatives. 

Mike Sutton, President & CEO
Habitat Pinellas and West Pasco 

Seeking to put God's love into action, Habitat
for Humanity brings people together to build
homes, communities and hope.

Our affiliate had an amazing month of October, which saw seven new families become homeowners through the
Habitat program! Congrats to the Amaral, Oliver, Taylor, Boykin, Duckworth, Davis, and Christopher families. We
have now completed 14 homes this fiscal year, on our way to meet our end of the year goal of 70 families
between July 1, 2022 and June 30, 2023. 

A Note from Mike Sutton, President & CEO

our mission

Thank you for your ongoing partnership. Together, we will continue to
move the mission forward to build homes, communities and hope. 

Sincerely,

As we continue to work toward this goal of 70 homes, we also are
approaching two incredible milestones for our affiliate: our 800th home
built and our 1,000th family served! These milestones are a testament
to the continued transformational impact that Habitat for Humanity has
on the community.

For many, home is where children feel safe, where families grow
together and where memories are made. It is where a family benefits
from stability, something that Habitat homeowners are able to enjoy
after months of hard work and determination to change the trajectory
of her family’s life forever.

Because of the tremendous support from our donors, volunteers, Board
of Directors, and staff, our affiliate will have been able to build 800 safe
and stable forever homes for families in the Pinellas and West Pasco
community. We invite you to celebrate this milestone with the Clayton
Family in early 2023.



On Friday, November 4th, Habitat for Humanity held it's inaugural 40 Under 40 Build Day. The build site
was filled with honorees learning about each other and Habitat. The volunteers had the opportunitiy to
work on two homes for deserving families in Clearwater: The Craft and Alvarez Families! 

Habitat Volunteers

40 Under 40 Honorees Build Day
Tampa Bay Business Journal

We want this to be a tradition. 40 Under 40 and Tampa Bay
Business Journal leaving it's mark on Habitat for years to come.
- Ian Anderson, Market President and Publisher at Tampa Bay Business Journal

https://www.facebook.com/TampaBusinessJournal?__cft__[0]=AZVTOUPxpgnRS8kpgLhxDaYKXIuQd1LUGyJQLkwk94ASYbkFDqb5SLviLCWGH6fygcgreOJo-bL4hX7fV1Nip8mksP-B-DRW0USGOMPuNVZ8smWa9-jk647vgn3ch84LPOTUmXSrlwuAvlzrCnQaZecCHxx1ASb-trBU80KoslgyCWm7QRdVwYEyyXPqdVPCxp0&__tn__=-]K-R


Business leaders from across Clearwater joined AMPLIFY
Clearwater as they hosted “Stars Among Us – Awarding
Excellence in Entrepreneurship” at Ruth Eckerd Hall on Friday,
November 4, 2022. This event was designed to celebrate the
positive contributions by individuals and businesses across the
community.

Habitat for Humanity of Pinellas and West Pasco Counties was
awarded the "Nonprofit Excellence Award" during the
ceremony. Our affiliate was honored with this award due to the
demonstration of excellence in non-profit business management
practices and resource development and the achievement
of growth in the number of programs, networks, partnerships,
collaborations and services that demonstrate community
impact and experienced steady growth in clients served. 

Habitat Celebrations

Habitat Receives "Nonprofit Excellence" Award
AMPLIFY Clearwater Awards

Habitat Recognized as One Tampa Bay Honoree for
Seventh Straight Year

Tampa Bay Business Journal One Tampa Bay

Thirty-four Tampa Bay area nonprofit organizations and corporations have been named as honorees for
this year's One Tampa Bay awards.

These awards honor the businesses and groups that stand out for their work in the community and their
fiscal management. It honors both local nonprofits and companies dedicated to philanthropy. For the
nonprofit honorees, a large focus is on financial stewardship and the impact they make to improve
people's lives and address societal needs. Habitat for Humanity of Pinellas and West Pasco was recently
recognized as an honoree for the seventh year in a row.



Golfing Fore Habitat
Signature Event

On Monday, October 31st, we held our sold out 12th
Annual Golfing Fore Habitat Partner Tournament at
Innisbrook Resort. Thanks to the support of our
community, more than $135,000 was raised towards
the Habitat mission of providing safe and affordable
homeownership opportunities.

Over 100 golfers, sponsors, and vendors had a great
round on the course, followed by an impactful
testimonial from this year's Golfing Fore Habitat
homeowner recipient, Jaime Pitt. Jaime expressed
that the most important thing she has learned so far
in the Habitat program is budgeting. "I am turning
spending into saving", she told the crowd.

Here at Habitat, we want to send a huge thank you
to all of our sponsors and vendor partners. With your
support, we were able to raise enough money to
provide another family with a safe and affordable
home in our community. 

We look forward to seeing you back at Innisbrook
next year for our 13th Annual Golfing Fore Habitat
tournament!

This program breaks
generational curses,

but builds generational wealth.
We will never have to pack up and
move because (this home) is ours.

- Jaime Pitt



home
th

Milestone Dedication

Habitat for Humanity of Pinellas & West Pasco Counties'
800th home dedication is approaching quickly. With only 24
houses left to build, we will be celebrating this amazing
milestone in early 2023. 

Last year, 55 CEOs from the Tampa Bay
Area took part in our inaugural CEO Build.
The build was a major success and helped
provide the Middlebrooks family with a safe
and affordable home. 

The CEO Build is back for year two and
sponsorship opportunities are now available!
We have over 45 CEO's committed to
serving another family in our community. 

Will you join them?

To reserve your spot, please contact
Mike Sutton at msutton@habitatpwp.org.

CEO BUILDCEO BUILD leaders working together
building homes, communities, and hope.

Celebrate the 800th home
built in our community with
an $800 donation!

donate today at
habitatpwp.org/800thhome.

The Clayton Family

2nd Annual CEO Build



CEO BUILD
leaders working together
building homes, communities, and hope.

2023 Honorary Chairs

Media Partner

Bill Brand 
CEO of
Rue21

Ryan Ross
President of

Neiman Marcus

Mindy Grossman
Partner & Chair of

Consello Group, Former
CEO  of WW and HSNi

$10,000 Challenge Level

habitatpwp.org/CEObuild

$2,500 Founder Level

Thank You to Our Committed Leaders

Bill Brand (Honorary Co-Chair)
CEO of Rue21 and Habitat for Humanity
International Board Member

Marc Banning
CEO of Banning Lumber

Ronde Barber
General Chairman of Copperhead Charities

John Barrett
President & CEO of First Citrus Bank

David Bennett
CEO of Pinellas REALTOR® Organization 
& Central Pasco REALTOR® Organization

Ravi Chari, MD
President of HCA Healthcare West Florida

Jason Clement
Founding Partner & CEO of Sports Facility Companies

Susan Crockett
President & CEO of Ruth Eckerd Hall

Bill Cronin
President & CEO of Pasco EDC

Thomas Del Zoppo 
CEO of New Hotel Collection Group

David Deno
CEO of Bloomin Brands, Inc. 

Elodie Dorso
President & CEO of Evara Health

Ed Droste
Chairman of Provident Management Corporation

Elizabeth Dvorak
CEO of Workscapes 

Lisa Faller
President of FKQ Advertising & Marketing

Ray Ferrara
Executive Chairman of ProVise Management Group

Jeffrey Fishman
President of Investors Title & Settlement Services

as of 11/10/22

Vincent Forese
President & CEO of Link-Systems International 

Wendy Gattis
CEO of DITEK Corporation

Bill Goede
Tampa Bay President of Bank of America

Robert Glaser
President & CEO of Smith & Associates Real Estate

Leo “LJ” Govoni
CEO of Big Storm Brewery & Distillery

Mindy Grossman (Honorary Co-Chair)
Partner & Chair of Consello Group
Former CEO WW and HSNi

Russ Hallenbeck
CEO of Tibbetts Lumber Company

Kevin Hawkins
CEO of MidAtlantic Finance Company & Owner of Crown
Automotive Group

Keri Higgins-Bigelow
Founder & CEO of livingHR

Dr. Patrick Hwu
President & CEO of Moffitt Cancer Center

Ken LaRoe
CEO, Chairman, and Founder of Climate First Bank 

Brett McGill
President & CEO of MarineMax

Brooke Mirenda
President & CEO of Sunshine State Economic
Development Corporation

Robin Moch
Partner at M.E. Wilson Company

Melissa Seixas
Florida State President of Duke Energy

Frank Musolino
CEO of Power Design

Karl Nurse
President of Bay Tech Label

Amanda Payne
President & CEO of Amplify Clearwater

Steve Raney
Chairman & CEO of Raymond James Bank

Chip Reeves
President & CEO of Beach Bank

Bill Roberti
Managing Director of Alvarez & Marsal

Elliott Ross
President of The Ross Realty Group

Ryan Ross (Honorary Co-Chair)
President of Neiman Marcus

Kuleen Shah
Founder of Connecting Tampa Bay 

John Strong
Chairman & CEO of Bankers Financial
Corporation

Mike Sutton
President & CEO of Habitat Pinellas and West
Pasco

Brian Van Slyke
Regional President of Kolter Urban LLC

Randy Ware
Founder & CEO of WestCMR

Tracy West
President of Copperhead Charities and Valspar
Championship Tournament Director

Tom Zernick
President of Bay First National Bank

Bridgette Bello
CEO & Publisher of Tampa Bay Business
& Wealth

Construction Site Sponsor

habitatpwp.org/CEObuild



As our affiliate continues to grow, we have
been looking to bring new staff members on
in various positions to support our goal of
serving more families. Join us in welcoming
our new hires to the team!

New Hires
Staff Expansion

Habitat Growth

Renae Groen
Accounts Payable

Manager

Jonathan Rivera
Construction Crew

Leader

Job Opportunities
We are seeking talented individuals to
join our team! Find more information at
habitatpwp.org/careers.

Usually, when a homeowner candidate is
accepted into the program, a surprise meeting is
set up at our administration offices to welcome
the new homeowner candidate. However, this
month we surprised 12 families with the exciting
news all at once! We asked the families to come
to a Board of Directors meeting to make their
case to be accepted into our Habitat program.
But when they got there they learned they had
ALL been approved!
The journey begins for these families...

12 New Candidates Accepted Last Month
Homeownership Program

Promotions
Sean Gowens first started with us as a Mortgage
Operations Coordinator. He has proven to be such
an awesome asset to the affiliate and the Mortgage
Operations department and last month he was
offered a promotion to Mortgage Operations
Manager. Please join us in congratulating Sean on
this much deserved promotion!

Sean Gowens
Mortgage Operations

Manager



Cup of Joe with the CEO: Pasco
November 18th | 8:30 AM - 9:30 AM
New Port Richey ReStore

Double Dedication: Diviney &
Al-Rubaye-Qasim Families
November 22nd | 9:00 AM - 9:30 AM
4110 & 4120 57th Ave N., St. Petersburg, FL

The Alvarez Family Dedication
November 28th | 4:00 PM - 4:30 PM
619 Blanche B. Littlejohn Trail, Clearwater, FL

visit us
Clearwater ReStore & Truist Education Center
13355 49th St N, Suite B Clearwater, FL 33762

Administrative HQ
14010 Roosevelt Blvd, Suite 704 Clearwater, FL 33762

St. Pete Resource Center
1350 22nd St S, St. Petersburg, FL 33712

Upcoming Events

New Port Richey ReStore
6431 US Highway 19 North New Port Richey, FL

(727) 536-4755  |  habitatpwp.org
@HabitatPinellasPasco

@HabitatPWP  #HabitatPinellasPasco

Apply

Donate

Volunteer

Shop
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The Philie Family Dedication
November 29th | 9:00 AM - 9:30 AM
12808 Jackson St., Largo, FL

The Shaw Family Dedication
November 29th | 9:30 AM - 9:45 AM
12822 Jackson St., Largo, FL

Affordable Housing 101
December 7th | 6  PM - 7 PM
Virtual - habitatpwp.org/advocacy

 


