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Dear Habitat supporters – you are receiving the fourth edition of a monthly 

newsletter we’ve created,  specifically designed for you – our Advisory Board 

Members, Board of Directors, Emeritus Trustees, Legacy Society Members, 

Community Builders Society Members, and major donors. The goal of this exclusive 

communication piece is to keep you better informed of current projects and future initiatives. 

Mike Sutton, President & CEO

Habitat  Pinellas and West Pasco 

Seeking to put God's love into action, Habitat

for Humanity brings people together to build

homes, communities and hope.

A Note from Mike Sutton, President & CEO

our mission

This August we closed out the month with a huge milestone - our 700th Home Dedication. We

gathered with homeowners, volunteers, donors and community partners to celebrate the historic

day. The Sakers family received the key to their brand new home in Pinellas Park, as more than 250

community leaders watched live in person, with more than 500 watching from around the community

on Facebook Live. 

This week, I have been reflecting on the number

700. The impact it has had on our community,

locally and globally through our tithe partnerships,

is immeasurable.  On behalf of our affiliate, I thank

each of you for your support over the years to help

make this success possible; allowing us to provide

deserving families with decent and affordable

shelter through homeownership.

Our impact as of today:

901
families served

700
homes built

201
a brush with

kindness projects

589
homes funded

overseas

Thank you for your ongoing partnership. Together, we will continue to move the mission forward

to build homes, communities and hope. 

Sincerely,



700th Home Build

Milestone Dedication

home
th

700On Monday morning, we celebrated a huge milestone –

our 700th home build. The Sakers family is the 700th

family to build and purchase an affordable home with a

zero-interest loan through the Habitat homeownership

program.

Over 100 business and individuals came together to

sponsor this family’s home. New partner, Solar Bear

generously donated and installed solar power onto the

home, which will be a huge saving for the family.

Feeding Tampa Bay has been an amazing Habitat

partner – stocking the pantries of all Habitat

homeowners. As a special surprise, Matt Spence, COO

of Feeding Tampa Bay announced a year of free food

for the Sakers! The Upper Tampa Bay Chamber of

Commerce’s program Kids Pedal Pub has been

donating brand new bikes for homeowner children.

Other partners included Tellor Estates’ landscape

sponsors, TEGNA Inc., Congressman Charlie Crist,

GFWC North Pinellas Woman’s Club & GFWC St.

Petersburg Junior Woman’s Club, Largo Cracker

Quilters, and the Pinellas County Sheriff’s Office.

Special guests at the dedication included Senator Ed

Hooper, Representative Linda Chaney who helped

welcome the Sakers to their new home.

Councilmember Dave Eggers presented a

proclamation commemorating the milestone. Habitat

Homeowners and Board Members, Tamara DeBose

and Davisha Earley presented Aurora with a Bible,

signed with well wishes from attendees and the

ceremonial hammer, which represents the coming

together of Habitat supporters to make

homeownership dreams come true.

I’m really excited to live here,”

Ash Sakers said. “After living in 

an apartment for so long, it will be nice

to live in a place that is spacious and is

part of a neighborhood.”



Doyle Wealth Management

Duke Energy 

Stacey Efaw

Tiffany and Preston Faykus

Ray and Kim Ferrara

Cesar Figueredo

First Citrus Bank

First Home Bank

Florida Forest Products

G Hoskins Inc.

Dr. Garland and Martha Forbes

Heather Ford

Genesis Direct 

Genie of Clearwater

George A. Shimp II & Associates

Ken and Kelly Ginel

Gramatica Family Foundation

Kimberly Greenleaf

Habitat Weekday Warriors 

Nico and Ellen Hirsch de Haan

Selena Holmes

Honeycutt Vinyl Siding

House of Floors

Huffman Drywall / 

TH Huffman Enterprise, Inc

Innovation Cabinetry

Ironshield Security

ITK Consultants

Lori and Stan Jablonowski

Thank You to Our Sponsors

Jeff Coffin Painting

Kahwa Coffee

Sean King

Scott and Julie Klavans

Kona Ice of Seminole, SE/SW 

Pinellas, Safety Harbor 

& New Port Richey

Lakeland Liquidation

Pamela Lee

Bruce and Deidra Livingston

Luxurable Kitchen & Bath

Master Restoration

Mr. and Mrs. Dana Mayo

McCoy Sod and Landscaping, Inc.

Natalie Melillo

The Milas Family

Rebekah Nelson

Karl Nurse

Pam and Mel Ora

People Places, LLC

Pete & Shorty’s /

Ed & Marsha Droste

Pinellas County Commissioners: Dave

Eggers, Pat Gerard, Charlie Justice,

Janet Long, Karen Seel

Joy Pollack

Pop Goes the Waffle

Power Design

Pro-Master Painting Services Inc

The Production Crew

ProSource Wholesale

Publix Charities

Raimondi Plumbing

Republic Bank

Nancy and David Ridenour

Jeff and Amy Rettig

Royal Insulation

Ken Rush

Seminole Hard Rock 

Hotel & Casino - Tampa

Sheraton Sand Key Resort

SOHO Green

SpeedPro St. Petersburg

St. Petersburg College

St. Petersburg College – 

Tarpon Springs Campus

Suncoast Roofing Supply

Mike Sutton

George Spowart

Todd and Stephen St. John-Fulton

Terwilliger Brothers Residential

T.O.G. Construction Services

Torre Painting

T&T Stucco Lath Inc.

Unlimited Tile & Marble

Valspar Championship/

Copperhead Charities

Vickstrom Engineering Services

West Coast Medical Resources, LLC

Wilsonart

Andy Winkler

A #1 Seamless Gutter Solutions

AAA Electrical Contractors

Amaya Stucco

Amplify Clearwater

Bank of America

Steve and Ronice Barlow

Banning Lumber & Millwork

Beachside Hospitality Group

Bizco Technologies

Blue Sky Communities

Blume Mechanical 

Kitty and Jack Bonczyk

Joe Bourdow

Bill Brand and Chris Nolte

Morgan Brochetti

Norm Bungard

Sean and Ellen Bunner

Gaby Camacho

Clark Hunt Construction, Inc.

Clint and Katie Cole

Coolaire of Pinellas

Cooley Family Foundation

Crown Automotive

Dave’s Homework of Pinellas

Samantha Dipolito

D-Mar General Contracting 

& Development, Inc.

John and Stephanie Doran

Kevin and Donna Donoghue
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Throughout the month of August, Habitat homeowners shared photos of their children and their upcoming goals for the new

year. We know that a safe and stable home provides kids with the foundation to grow and learn. From dreams of becoming

teachers, NFL players, scientists, Realtors and artists, we look forward to celebrating with this next generation of Habitat

homeowner children on their future successes!

Back to School Spotlights

Homeowner Celebrations

School is extremely important to us

because we know that education helps us

to grow and develop. My parents did not

graduate traditionally so I worked hard to

do so and I have instilled the importance of

education in my children as well.” - Artesha 

8 new candidates accepted this month

Homeownership Program

When a homeowner candidate is accepted into the program, it has been customary for them to receive their

acceptance news via phone call from Jack Shanks, Senior VP of Programs. A tradition our president and CEO, Mike

Sutton brought from his time with a Texas affiliate, has taken off at Habitat Pinellas and West Pasco.

Recently, we have begun to orchestrate surprise meetings with our newest candidates and the reactions are both

emotional and inspiring! Our team works with the individual directly or with their employer to set up a meeting to

"complete final paperwork". Instead of paperwork, these individuals are surprised with a special certificate recognizing

their hard work to be accepted into the program. 



director of restore operations

restore associate I

restore donation driver I

Advocacy Ambassador Launch

Changing Lives, Changing Perspectives

We are excited to announce the initial launch of our Advocacy Ambassador Program! The

program will provide another avenue to engage with our homeowner candidates, donors,

volunteers and the community at large. This initiative is directly tied to objectives within

our strategic plan, expressly relating to ‘engaging volunteers in advocacy initiatives as

well as assisting in helping ‘reimagine (our) volunteer program’.

This innovative program will provide affordable housing education, awareness of current

issues and actionable steps that can be taken. Participants will learn; what advocacy is,

its impact, how to advocate/be an advocate, social media training, affordable housing

policy, and future steps. 

Job Opportunities and Pasco Job Fair
Staff Expansion

construction crew leader

warehouse operations coordinator

development officer

community outreach manager 

As our affiliate continues to grow, we are looking to bring new staff members on in various

positions to support our goal of serving more families. We invite you to share these

openings with your networks to help us identify new team members!

Members will be asked to attend two 1.5 hour training sessions held monthly and engage in advocacy-related activities

before officially becoming an Advocacy Ambassador. Upon successful completion of training, Ambassadors have

curated opportunities to engage in advocacy efforts. This includes, yet is not limited to; meeting with legislators,

email/letter/social media campaigns, speaking engagements, stakeholder meetings and public comment opportunities.

In addition, members will receive exclusive advocacy alert emails, attend quarterly advocacy meetings and have unique

access to Habitat staff, affordable housing experts and local elected officials.

Building affordable housing is more than just hammers and nails. Advocacy is an integral part of impacting the supply of

affordable housing within our service area and is thus core to our mission. 

The first orientation session begins on September 1st from 6pm to 8pm and will be held virtually. We ask you please help

spread the word through your networks: habitatpwp.org/advocate/advocacy-ambassadors

If you would like to join a future session or have questions, please contact Sean King – Director of Government

Relations & Advocacy at sking@habitatpwp.org  

5841 Main St, New Port Richey

Current Job Opportunities

mortgage lending processor

Pasco Job Fair

September 15th, 2021

1 pm - 5 pm

One Community Now

retail 

construction

development & marketing

finance & mortgage operations

learn more at

bit.ly/habitatjobfair

https://habitatpwp.org/advocate/advocacy-ambassadors/
mailto:sking@hfhpwp.org


visit us

Clearwater ReStore & Construction HQ (Mailing Address)

13355 49th St N, Suite B Clearwater, FL 33762

Administrative HQ
14010 Roosevelt Blvd, Suite 704 Clearwater, FL 33762

St. Pete Resource Center
1350 22nd St S, St. Petersburg, FL 33712

Dedications & Events

Palm Harbor ReStore
31541 US Highway 19 North Palm Harbor, FL 34684 

New Port Richey ReStore COMING SOON!
6431 US Highway 19 North New Port Richey, FL

(727) 536-4755  |  habitatpwp.org

@HabitatPinellasPasco

@HabitatPWP  #HabitatPinellasPasco

Apply

Donate

Volunteer

Shop

Advocate

Save the Date: Signature Events
11th Annual Golfing Fore Habitat Partner

Tournament | November 1st at 7 am

Copperhead Course at Innisbrook 

36750 US Highway 19 N, Palm Harbor

Roaring 20's Prohibition Party - Spring Gala |

April 1st, 2022 | 6 PM – 9 PM

The Vinoy® Renaissance St. Petersburg 

501 5th Ave NE, St. Petersburg

Thursday, September 9th @ 12 pm 

USF Muma College of Business Conversations 

with a CEO featuring Mike Sutton - Virtual 

Friday, September 10th @ 9 AM and 9:30 AM

Pinckney & Francis Home Dedications

6230 and 6330 67th Way North, Pinellas Park

Tuesday, September 14th

McKenzie Home Dedication @ 9 AM

12790 Dan Place, Largo

Antone Home Dedication @ 9:45 AM

13317 Oak St., Largo

Wednesday, September 15th @ 1 PM

Habitat Job Fair

5814 Main St, New Port Richey
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Saturday, September 28th @ 10 AM

NASCAR Car Wash Habitat Fundraiser

7601 Ulmerton Rd, Largo

Monday, September 20th @ 9 AM

Duncans Home Dedication

6266 67th Way N., Pinellas Park

Saturday, September 25th @ 5 PM

Shuffle on Home Shuffleboard Tournament 

benefiting Habitat, presented by Guardian Restoration

559 Mirror Lake Dr. N. St. Petersburg

Monday, September 27th @ 9 AM

Jack Home Dedication

6254 67th Way N. Pinellas Park

Thursday, September 30th @ 9 AM

Bair Home Dedication

8416 Anay Ct., New Port Richey

https://habitatpwp.org/venue/innisbrook-a-salamander-golf-and-spa-resort-3/
https://habitatpwp.org/venue/7601-ulmerton-rd-largo-fl/

