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Dear Habitat supporters – you are receiving the third edition of a monthly 

newsletter we’ve created,  specifically designed for you – our Advisory Board 

Members, Board of Directors, Emeritus Trustees, Legacy Society Members, 

Community Builders Society Members, and major donors. The goal of this exclusive 

communication piece is to keep you better informed of current projects and future initiatives. 

Mike Sutton, President & CEO

Habitat  Pinellas and West Pasco 

Seeking to put God's love into action, Habitat

for Humanity brings people together to build

homes, communities and hope.

A Note from Mike Sutton, President & CEO

our mission

As we close out the first month of the new fiscal year, we are set up for success on the road to 65

homes! Homeowner candidates are as determined as ever to change the trajectory of their lives,

volunteers are back on site building homes, and our supporters are engaging with us in new ways. 

While some normalcy has returned, the pandemic is not over. It only challenges us to deepen and

widen our impact to provide safe and affordable homeownership opportunities for families in need.

Thank you for your support and continued engagement with our affiliate and the Habitat mission. 

For those seeking new ways to get involved, consider our strategic pillars:

If you are interested in learning more about how you can get involved with the mission personally,

through your organization, please reach out at 727-536-4755 ext. 205 or msutton@habitatpwp.org.

Sincerely,

Apply

Changing perspectives, changing lives

Join us as an advocate to change policies and systems to eliminate barriers to adequate,

affordable housing.

Securing our future

Each gift supports a family or individual in need in our community. From Corporate Team Build days

to event sponsorships, your business can leverage the Habitat brand while supporting local families.

Building community

Volunteers are back on site and we invite you to come swing a hammer! You will be amazed at what

you can do! No experience necessary.

Shop with purpose at the ReStore

Shop new and gently used building materials and home furnishings at discounted prices. Donations of

appliances, furniture and more are eligible for free pick up!

Open a new door

Can your business, civic association or faith group help recruit qualified homeowner candidates? 

Donate

Volunteer

Shop

Advocate



This month we are celebrating a huge milestone for one of our Executive Team

members, Ken Rush. Ken has been with our affiliate for 15 years and currently serves

as Chief Operation Officer. During his time with Habitat, Ken has made an impact

locally and globally, having travelled to Malawi on a Habitat Global Village trip.

When Ken started at Habitat as a member of the construction team, we were

completing home #127. In a few weeks, we will celebrate home #700!  Ken has a

passion for the mission and serves as an unofficial Habitat historian for our affiliate.  

 He has been instrumental in the growth of Habitat Pinellas and West Pasco and the

lives of over 520 families in our service area.

Habitat COO Celebrates 15 Year Anniversary

Staff Celebrations

Home is where the best meals are shared

with the ones you love" – Ken Rush

16 new candidates accepted this past month

Homeownership Program

When a homeowner candidate is accepted into the program, it has been customary for them to

receive their acceptance news via phone call from Jack Shanks, Senior VP of Programs. A tradition

our president and CEO, Mike Sutton brought from his time with a Texas affiliate, has taken off at

Habitat Pinellas and West Pasco.

Recently, we have begun to orchestrate surprise meetings with our newest candidates and the

reactions are both emotional and inspiring! Our team works with the individual directly or with their

employer to set up a meeting to "complete final paperwork". Instead of paperwork, these individuals

are surprised with a special certificate recognizing their hard work to be accepted into the program. The Cowan Family

Ms. Sophal Lvea Ms. Josyeln Johnson Ms. Evelisse Cruz Ms. Jessica Suazo 
a MaintenX employee



Habitat Pinellas and West Pasco has been a driving force and

advocate for affordable homeownership opportunities in our

community since 1985. Out of 1,100 Habitat for Humanity

affiliates across the country, the organization is ranked 2nd

based on new home builds. We are one month away from

celebrating home #700! This milestone home is located in Tellor

Estates, Pinellas Park, our largest development to date. 

700th Home Build
Milestone Dedication

Habitat Staff alongside 700th homeowner, Aurora Sakers

and her daughter, Ash, on their home build site

As part of an ongoing effort to bring affordable homeownership opportunities to

the area’s working-class neighborhoods, Habitat Pinellas and West Pasco

continues to work with the City of Pinellas Park and community partners to build

homes in Tellor Estates, the affiliate’s largest development to date.

In June of 2018, Habitat Pinellas and West Pasco acquired 7.3 acres located at the

northeast corner of 68th Street and 62nd Avenue North in Pinellas Park for $2.1

million. The following summer, the affiliate commemorated the groundbreaking with

elected officials, homeowners and supporters. 

Over the past two years, immense growth has taken place in Tellor Estates. At this time, we have completed 28 new

homes in addition to the construction of a new road, with a total investment exceeding $5,200,000. Upon completion, the

neighborhood will offer 75 local families and individuals the opportunity to improve the paths of their family for generations

to come.

Habitat Pinellas and West Pasco will celebrate our 700th Home Build in Pinellas Park on August 30th, 2021. Since

launching the campaign to support this home build, we have surpassed our goal of 100 donors at $700! 

RSVP online and learn more about event details and sponsorship opportunities at habitatpwp.org/700.



Aurora Sakers and her teenage daughter, Ash, are the 700th family to partner with

Habitat Pinellas and West Pasco Counties. This August, they will become

homeowners in Tellor Estates, the affiliate’s largest development to date located in

Pinellas Park.

Habitat Pinellas and West Pasco will celebrate our 700th Home Build in Pinellas

Park on August 30th, 2021. Since launching the campaign to support this home

build, we have surpassed our goal of 100 donors at $700! 

RSVP online and learn more about event details and sponsorship opportunities at

habitatpwp.org/700.

home
th

Doyle Wealth Management

Duke Energy 

Stacey Efaw

Genie of Clearwater

George A. Shimp II & Associates

Kimberly Greenleaf

Tiffany and Preston Faykus

Ray and Kim Ferrara

First Citrus Bank

First Home Bank

Florida Forest Products

Dr. Garland and Martha Forbes

Heather Ford

Genesis Direct 

Habitat Weekday Warriors 

Selena Holmes

Honeycutt Vinyl Siding

House of Floors

Huffman Drywall / 

TH Huffman Enterprise, Inc

Ken and Kelly Ginel

Gramatica Family Foundation

Nico and Ellen Hirsch de Haan

G Hoskins Inc.

Innovation Cabinetry

Ironshield Security

ITK Consultants

Lori and Stan Jablonowski

Jeff Coffin Painting

700th Home Build Milestone

Thank You to Our Sponsors

6290 67th Way N Pinellas Park

08.30.21 @ 9:00 AM 

Thank You to Our Sponsors

"Home is where you build the foundations of a

brighter future with your family" – Aurora Sakers

*as of 7/29/2021

Kahwa Coffee

Sean King

Scott and Julie Klavans

Kona Ice of Seminole, SE/SW Pinellas,

Safety Harbor & New Port Richey

Lakeland Liquidation

Pamela Lee

Bruce and Deidra Livingston

Luxurable Kitchen & Bath

Master Restoration

Mr. and Mrs. Dana Mayo

Natalie Melillo

The Milas Family

Rebekah Nelson

Karl Nurse

McCoy Sod and Landscaping, Inc.

Pam and Mel Ora

People Places, LLC

Pete & Shorty’s /

Ed & Marsha Droste

Pinellas County Commissioners: Dave

Eggers, Pat Gerard, Charlie Justice,

Janet Long, Karen Seel

Joy Pollack

Pop Goes the Waffle

Power Design

Pro-Master Painting Services Inc

The Production Crew

ProSource Wholesale

Publix Charities

Raimondi Plumbing

Republic Bank

Nancy and David Ridenour

Jeff and Amy Rettig

Royal Insulation

Ken Rush

Seminole Hard Rock 

Hotel & Casino - Tampa

St. Petersburg College

Sheraton Sand Key Resort

SOHO Green

St. Petersburg College – 

Tarpon Springs Campus

SpeedPro St. Petersburg

Suncoast Roofing Supply

Mike Sutton

George Spowart

Todd and Stephen St. John-Fulton

Terwilliger Brothers Residential

T.O.G. Construction Services

Torre Painting

T&T Stucco Lath Inc.

Unlimited Tile and Marble

Valspar Championship/

Copperhead Charities

Vickstrom Engineering Services

West Coast Medical Resources, LLC

Wilsonart

Andy Winkler

A #1 Seamless Gutter Solutions

AAA Electrical Contractors

Amaya Stucco

Amplify Clearwater

Bank of America

Steve and Ronice Barlow

Banning Lumber & Millwork

Beachside Hospitality Group

Bizco Technologies

Blue Sky Communities

Blume Mechanical 

Kitty and Jack Bonczyk

Joe Bourdow

Bill Brand and Chris Nolte

Morgan Brochetti

Norm Bungard

Sean and Ellen Bunner

Gaby Camacho

Clark Hunt Construction, Inc.

Clint and Katie Cole

Coolaire of Pinellas

Cooley Family Foundation

Crown Automotive

Dave's Homework of Pinellas

Samantha Dipolito

D-Mar General Contracting 

& Development, Inc.

Kevin and Donna Donoghue

John and Stephanie Doran 



Homebuyer

Selection Area

In May, we celebrated the grand opening of our new Administrative Headquarters

near the St. Pete-Clearwater Airport. This move of staff from the Clearwater

ReStore offices allows for the build out of a dedicated Education Center and

Homeowner Selection Area, with an anticipated completion date of October 2021.

Homeowner education is at the core of the Habitat program. The decision to move

the administrative offices was made with our homeowners in mind. The addition of

a dedicated education center will enhance our program by providing a first-rate

educational experience for our homeowners and our devoted instructors. 

Special thanks to Truist, Tibbets, Republic Bank, The Trepani Family and Marion

Rich for sponsoring this new addition. 

The Truist Education Center featured a space will include a large conference room

that will serve as the main education space. Homeowner candidates soon be able

to gather for classes and have an in-person experience as they complete the

curriculum. There are also three dedication rooms for one on one mentoring. These

rooms have been generously sponsored by Republic Bank, the Trepani Family and

Marion Rich.

The new Education Center will also feature a Homeowner Selection Area,

sponsored by Tibbets Lumber. This showroom will provide a curated space for

homeowners to meet with the Habitat construction team to visualize and discuss

various design options for their new home. Homeowners will be able to pick paint

colors, see a model mockup of their kitchen cabinets, get hands-on with other

materials and view their floor plans.

Education Center Coming Soon

Education Center

Lobby

One-On-One Education Rooms

#1 #2 #3

IT

Break

Space

Trepani Family
sponsored by

Marion Rich
sponsored by

Did you know?

Welcome to Habitat 1 & 2

Budgeting 101

Money Smart Modules

Financial Literacy Modules

HUD Certification

Home Maintenance 1 & 2

Health Relationships &

Parenting 

Insurance Class

Being a Good Neighbor

Fire Safety 

Hands Only CPR 

Tree & Landscaping Class 

Warranty Class

Mortgage Documents

In order to complete the

Program,  Homeowner

Candidates must complete 20

homebuyer education courses.

The curriculum includes 19 core

classes and a selection of

elective courses. 

Courses include:



Monday, August 5th at 6 pm | Nuts & Bolts: Volunteer Info Session

Virtual

Friday, August 6th at 9 am | The Habicast ft Norm Bungard

Habitat's Facebook and YouTube Channel

Monday, August 16th at 9 am | Baxter Family Home Dedication

Home Built in Honor of Susie Mae Wilson-Newton

1034 11th Ave S, St. Petersburg

Tuesday, August 17th at 9 am | Crawford Family Home Dedication

Home Sponsored by Steve & Nancy Westphal

3077 21st Ave. S., St. Petersburg

Wednesday, August 18th at 9 am | Warren Family Home Dedication

6278 67th Way N. Pinellas Park, FL

Friday, August 20th at 9 & 9:30 am | Roundtree & Jackson Dedications

1002 LaSalle Street, Clearwater, 929 Eldridge St., Clearwater

Thursday, August 26th at 5:30 pm | Palm Harbor Chamber Mixer

Palm Harbor Restore 6431 US 19 N, Palm Harbor

Monday, August 30th at 9 am | 700th Home Dedication

6290 67th Way N, Pinellas Park

Save the Date: Signature Events
11th Annual Golfing Fore Habitat Partner Tournament | November 1st at 7 am

Copperhead Course at Innisbrook 36750 US Highway 19 N, Palm Harbor

Roaring 20's Prohibition Party - Spring Gala | April 1st, 2022 | 6 PM – 9 PM

The Vinoy® Renaissance St. Petersburg 501 5th Ave NE, St. Petersburg

visit us

Clearwater ReStore & Construction HQ (Mailing Address)

13355 49th St N, Suite B Clearwater, FL 33762

Administrative HQ
14010 Roosevelt Blvd, Suite 704 Clearwater, FL 33762

St. Pete Resource Center
1350 22nd St S, St. Petersburg, FL 33712

Dedications & Events

Palm Harbor ReStore
31541 US Highway 19 North Palm Harbor, FL 34684 

New Port Richey ReStore COMING SOON!
6431 US Highway 19 North New Port Richey, FL

(727) 536-4755  |  habitatpwp.org

@HabitatPinellasPasco

@HabitatPWP  #HabitatPinellasPasco

https://habitatpwp.org/venue/innisbrook-a-salamander-golf-and-spa-resort-3/

